Kennedy Book 
Publishers Say 
TalksCpntinue 

Manchester Denies 
Breach of Faith, 
Defends Publication 

NEW YORK (AP) - Spokes- 
men far two publishers involved 
in the dispute with the Kennedy 
family over publication of the 
book, “The Death of a Presi- 
dent,” said today that new 
efforts are being made to settle 
the matter out of court. 

The disclosure followed a 
statement by William Man- 


The Text of William Manchester's 
Statement. Page A-2 

Chester, author of the book, 
denying that he had broken faith 
with Mrs. John F. Kennedy or 
that he had taken advantage of 
her confidence in Mm. The book 
is about the assassination of 1 
President Kennedy. 

“There are continuing efforts 
to patch things up,” said a 
spokesman for Harper & Row, ’ 
Publishers Inc., which plans to 
bring out the 300,000-word book 
in April. j 

“Every effort will be made to ; 
work things out,” the spokes- : 
man said. 

Asked if the aim might be to ■ 
reach some understanding on • 
the separation of a deeply per- ; 
sonal matter, which Mrs. Ken- 
nedy seeks to keep out of the 
book, from what is considered . 
history, the spokesman replied: i 
“I think that is pretty accurate.” t 

“There’s a Telephone” j 
_ A spokesman for Look maga- 5 
zine, wMoh plans a four-part, ® 
80,000 word serialization of the '< 
book starting with the Jan. 10 E 
issue, said: b> 

“Discussions between the law- A 
yers representing the two . sides & 
in the dispute are continuing. I 
They are not necessarily meet- ti 
ings per se. There’s a telephone, 
you know.” b 

In finally speaking out on the c 
controversy, Manchester issued il 
a statement through Look maga- b. 
zine, saying: r 

“It has been said that my f 


*ork is being published prema- 
jrely and that magazine seria- 
ization was not contemplated 1 
>y the Kennedy family. This is I 
rat so. In the summer of 1966, i 
luthorization was given by the ■ 
family for publication of the 
book in early 1967, to be preced- 
ed by serialization in Look 
magazine. 

“It has teen said that I have 
broken faith with Mrs. Kenne- 
dy: that I took advantage of her 
See BOOK, Page A-6 l 


Continued From Page A-l 
confidence in me and that I 
recorded too faithfully her 
words and emotions. I do not 
believe this to be so. 


My President 

“Mrs. Kennedy gave me 10 
, hours of interviews: I did not, 
indeed could not, have con- 
ducted these interviews without 
her voluntary cooperation. Mrs. 
Kennedy herself did not ask to 
see the manuscript and still ! 
hasn’t. If she had, I would, of \ 
course, have given it to her. 

“John Kennedy was my presi- j 
dent. To suggest that I would : 
dishonor his memory or my as- 
sociation with him is both cruel 
and unjust. His standards of j 
excellence have guided mei 
throughout this work. 

“I believe John Kennedy, who 
was himself an historian, woulc 
have wanted his countrymen t 1 
know the truth of those terribl 
days, and I have dedicated my 
self for nearly three years t 
reliving and reconstructin, 
them so that the truth could b 
faithfully and accurate! 
recorded.” 

A hearing on Mrs. Kennedy’; 
suit to block publication is se 
for Dec. 27. The defendants - 
Manchester; Harper & Row 
and Cowles Communications! 
Inc., publishers of Look — ar< 

■ scheduled to file written briefs 
. Thursday in reply to the suit. 
r In her suit, Mrs. 1 Kennedy 
• charged breach of contract, in- 
j vasion of privacy and infringe- ! 

ment of her copyright by 
, unauthorized use of her name in j 
advertisements and promotion, j 
She said in her suit: “I am 
j shocked that Mr. Manchester ! 
a would exploit the emotional ! 
; j. state in which I recounted my J 
recollections to him early in I 
ir 1964.” 
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Robert F. Kennedy submitted 
a supporting five-page affidavit 
as part of the court papers. 
Both he and Mrs. Kennedy con- 
tended that in return for her 
help in preparing the manus- 
cript through the taped inter- 
views, Manchester agreed not to 
publish until he obtained Mrs: 
Kennedy’s consent as to the j 
mode, time and text of publica- 
tion. They said Manchester 
signed such an agreement. 

Alleged incompetence or neg-j 



BOOK . 

Manchester Denies He Broke Faith 


lect among those who guarded 
President Kennedy is reported 
m detail by the book, the New 
York Times said. It quoted an 
unidentified person in the pub- 
lishing field— but not involved in 
the suit— as saying the manu- 
script gives names of allegedly 
derelict Dallas policemen, 
agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and Secret 
Service men. 

The book also discloses, the 
source said, factionalism in the 
Secret Service after the assassi- 
nation, friction between Presi- 
dent Johnson and Robert F 
Kennedy about when the Presi- 
dent should deliver his first 
message to a joint session of 
Congress and heated bickering 
about whether President Ken- 
nedy should be buried in Massa-j 
chusetts or at Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery. 

Hospital Incident 
I The Nashville Tennessean, in 
a dispatch from its Washington 
bureau, quoted an unnamed 
reader of the Manchester man- 
uscript as saying it tells of Mrs. 
Kennedy’s wrestling with a 
nurse after President Kennedy 
( was taken to Parkland Hospital 
m Dallas. 

“The nurse “would notallow 
her into the room with her 
husband at the hospital until a 
doctor told the nurse to let her 
,;pass,” the Tennessean quoted 
the reader as saying. 

The editor of the Tennessean 


is John Seigentbaler, who was 
one of several Kennedy confi- 
dants who reportedly discussed 
and read the manuscript earlier 
this year. Seigenthaler served 
for two years as administrative 
assistant to Sen. Robert Kenne- 
dy when the latter was U.S. 
attorney general. 

Senator Kennedy, in Sun Val- 
ley, Idaho, on a skiing vacation, 
said that what Mrs. Kennedy 
j “objected to were the kind of 
intimate personal details that 
she otherwise would have 
obviously kept to herself,” the 
New York Post reported. “It, 
was one thing to be on tape for) 
historians. It was something 
, else to have it written down for 
you to see . . . the parts that 
are being objected to would: 

I really only affect about four 


The story said an unnamed i 
magazine editor speculated that 
Mrs. Kennedy particularly ob- 
jected to passages describing 
how she tried to protect the 
body of her mortally wounded 
husband and did not want any- 
,'one to take him away from 
j her. 

Another section, according to 


„„ 8 I Earlier, a Look, spokesmai 

this account, tells how Mrs. Ken- j said there had been “communi- 


i statement that Manchester 
I ‘planned to go ahead in viola- > 
tion of the word of his agree- J 
meet, the spirit of his arrange- i 
[ments and despite the pain he i 
j knows it would cause Mrs. Ken- ! 
j nedy. 

Moyers’ Denial j 

White House Press Secretary! 
Bill D. Moyers denied a report 
that he had read sections of the ’ 
book and that he was assumed 
to have relayed his impressions 
to President Johnson, who re- 
portedly is presented in an un- 
favorable light in the book., i 
“I have not read the book' 
and I have not read anything to 
the President,” Moyers said. He 
said that Johnson has seen ho 
part of the manuscript. 

Mrs. Kennedy’s attorney in 
the suit, Simon H. Bifkind, said 
. again today, “No one has talk- 1 
ed to me about settlement:. I 
know nothing about any efforts 
' at settlement.” 

Asked whether he thought 
Harper & Row and Look might 
, be trying to iron out the dis- 
pute, he said, “That’s possible.- 
I but I don’t know about it.” • 
Earlier, a Look, spokesman 


nedy got John Jr. to salute his] 
dead father during the Presi- 
dent’s funeral— a gesture that 
moved millions watching the 
event on television. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, D- 
Eass., meanwhile, charged in 


cation” between the opposing 
camps yesterday but that he 
did not believe Rifkind had 
talked to Look. 

The spokesman said the mag- 
i azine is still going ahead with 
I plans to publish-.on Jan. 10. 



